European Commission's Communication on International Climate Policy

The outcomes of the Copenhagen conference fell drastically short of what is needed to address climate change. The EU, in particular, failed to show unified and ambitious diplomatic leadership at COP15.

CAN Europe therefore, welcomes the internal re-evaluation of the European Union’s negotiation strategy for international climate negotiations as presented in the communication published today, March 9th, by the European Commission (EC) ’s new Directorate  General (DG) for Climate Action.

We support the EC’s commitment to analysing the policies required for upgrading Europe’s emissions reduction target to make it consistent with what is needed to avoid dangerous climate change. 

We would also like to congratulate the EC for very clearly pointing out the loopholes in current target pledges put forward by industrialised countries and acknowledging the huge gap between the goal of keeping global average temperature rise below 2 degrees and current policies in the EU and internationally. The next steps for the EU would be to first clean up these loopholes internally and then push for an environmentally sound position in international talks.

From CAN Europe’s point of view, strong and constructive engagement with the UN process and the two negotiating tracks, the AWG-KP and AWG-LCA, that currently exist within the UNFCCC framework is essential for securing the final goal of a fair, ambitious and binding agreement on climate.

One of the most problematic stumbling blocks in Copenhagen and the run-up was, and still is, the question of legal form. We welcome the EC’s willingness to step back from its previous unclear position and evaluate the possibilities the EU has for influencing this debate, while keeping in mind the political sensitivity of even discussing an abandonment of the Kyoto Protocol.

CAN Europe wants to stress again the urgency of global climate action. Waiting for another two years has dangerous implications for the future of people and our planet.

We regret that the EC has still failed to clarify the importance of new and additional finance for developing countries. The EU’s strategy for delivering long term financing includes equally massive loopholes, such as the over-reliance on carbon market delivery, which we had hoped would have been better examined in this communication.

CAN Europe calls upon the Council and the European Parliament to fully endorse the upcoming initiatives and to do so with a unified voice.

EU 2020 Strategy falls short

The EU 2020 Strategy will replace the Lisbon Agenda for Growth and Jobs, which expires this year. However, the EU 2020 appears to cite a green agenda only within the context of “the future competitiveness of our industry and our economies,” which leads some to believe that profits and growth are still Barroso’s main priorities.

During the public consultation on the EU 2020 strategy, which closed on January 15th, many NGOs submitted comments that the document did not address key environmental issues enough. The formal proposal for the strategy, which was presented by Commissioner Barroso on 3rd March, has again come under criticism from green groups for failing to address their concerns.

Tony Long, Director of WWF European Policy Office, commented, "The EU 2020 strategy is a collection of policy aspirations that are in themselves pretty unobjectionable, but do not add up to a whole. It gives us signposts in reducing Europe’s environmental burden on itself but none on its impact on the rest of the world."

The European Environmental Bureau (EEB), commenting on the proposed 20% increased energy efficiency in the next decade, said this means we will in 2020 use exactly as much energy as today, if the economy grows with 20% in the same period. "The Commission clearly lacks the courage to increase the ambitions, needed to prevent disastrous global warming, and to re-establish EU as a world leader,” said John Hontelez, Secretary General of EEB.

The Greens in the European Parliament believe the document repeats the mistakes of the Lisbon Treaty, stating, “The Commission Communication represents more short-sighted obsession with growth and competitiveness, instead of 2020 vision for Europe's sustainable future and quality of life.

The EU 2020 Strategy fails to provide the blueprint for a future based on an integrated, triple focus on economy, environment and social issues. Only a Green New Deal will deliver green jobs and sustainable solutions to the current crisis.” The Strategy will be considered for adoption by European Council at its meeting at the end of March.

A new year, a new Commission

January 2010 started with a bang as the European Parliament grilled the newly designated candidates for the European Commission to ensure they are up to the tasks they will be taking on for the next five years.

The key interviews relative to CAN Europe's work started well with Janez Potočnik of Slovenia, who formerly served as head of DG Research and received high marks for his  performance during his Parliamentary interview to become the new Environment Commissioner. This new Commission is an especially exciting prospect for CAN Europe as we now have our first ever European Climate Action Commissioner in the form of Connie Hedegaard, who served as Climate and Energy Minister for Denmark for several years during the runup to the Copenhagen climate summit. Check back here for more information as we prepare to engage with the new Directorate General for Climate in the weeks ahead.

